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The mission of the Toledo Symphony League is to provide financial, educational and volunteer support 

 to the Toledo Symphony Orchestra so that it may provide quality musical performances  
 for the entire community. 
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F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 2  

It’s February-love is in the air! 
  The League’s love of the arts 
is manifest in our education 
programs which include Show-
case of the Arts and Scholar-
ship Competitions.  Dorothy 
Bonser, Zana Sandys, Clau-
dia Trombla, Teresa Linares, 
Janet Keener, and Dorothy 
Coats are working tirelessly to 
make music education accessi-
ble to students in the region. 

“Love”, however, does not 
pay bills. 
   Karen Fruth and Helen 
Rogge, with event chairs Mary 
Beaber, Barb Bettinger, Joni 
Fought, and Pam Pilz, are  
creating 2 major fundraisers. If 
successful, education programs 
will be funded and the 
League’s pledge to the TSO 
will be met.   

Mark your calendars for Rite 
of Spring, March 29.  It prom-
ises to be a pleasant afternoon 
with vendors and expert garden 
advice from Nancy Robinson 
of  The Andersons.  Saturday, 
May 5, “Some Strings        
Attached” will be held.  This 
will be a music-filled evening 
featuring young musicians 
from the renowned BGSU  
College of Music. 
   Thank you for your 
 support of the TSL, 

 Beth Bowman               

     Tired of the grey days of winter?  Plan to come to “Rite 
of Spring”  on Thursday, March 29, and enjoy a day out! 
The featured speaker this year is Nancy Robinson of The      
Andersons.  Ms. Robinson will have information on the 
newest garden plants (for guests with green thumbs) plus 
tips on how to grow them (for guests with brown thumbs).  
As in past years, there will be door prizes for lucky guests!  
Tickets are $40.00 and $50.00.  The $50.00 ticket gives you 
preferred seating and a chance to win a Brighton accessory. 
     “Rite of Spring” begins at 10:00 a.m. at the Toledo Hil-
ton, on the campus of UTMC .  Returning valet drivers, Ben 
and Jim, will ferry guests from their cars to the Hilton in 
decorated golf carts. 
     Once inside, guests can leisurely stroll along “vendor 
ally”.   Tentative  vendors  include: Harbor Glass, Silpada 
Designs, Aegean Connection, North Branch Nursery, The 
Chocolate Shoppe, and Glass City Nursery/Nature’s      
Corner.   
     The “Rite of Spring” raffle , chaired by Lupe Siewert, 
will feature tempting baskets.  Lupe has secured merchan-
dise including  a fully outfitted picnic basket, Stella and Dot 
jewelry, a tea-time basket, and lots more!  The “Lunches 
and Dinners in a Garden” Auction offers  several “have 
to have” choices.  They range from a “South of the Border” 
lunch, to a horse drawn wagon ride with hot dog cook-out 
for 10, to a lunch and orchid workshop for 6.  
     Be on the lookout for your invitation “popping up” in 
your mailbox in late February.  Busi-
ness card sized ads for the program 
book are $25.00.  If you would like to 
place an ad or sell an ad, please con-
tact Mary Beaber.  
     “Rite of Spring” is being chaired 
by Mary Beaber and Barb Bettinger.  Committee mem-
bers include: Fran Darcy, Trina McGivern, Sandra Laas, 
Helen Rogge, Karen Fruth, Emily Meadows, Joni 
Fought, and Beth Bowman.  �

RITE OF SPRING 
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Wishing all of our February 
birthdays a day full of love! 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From your friends at the  

Toledo Symphony League 

GUEST ARTISTS’  
HOSPITALITY REPORT  

 
As we begin the new calendar year of 2012, a 
big thanks goes out to President Beth Bow-
man and her volunteers for their efforts in as-
sisting Chair  Cindy Champer in picking up 
and delivering local and guest artists’ hospital-
ity baskets from SOFO’s.  A total of 8 baskets 
were prepared and delivered during September 
through     November.  Another four will be 
delivered during January and one in February. 
TSO members, please remember to thank 
SOFO’s for their great community efforts 
when you shop there. We couldn’t do this 
without you and them!  
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by Nancy Phlegar 
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INTERRUPTION AT SYMPHONY HALL  

THE INCIDENT  
A cell phone rang incessantly during the quiet moments of the fourth movement of 
Mahler’s Ninth Symphony in Avery Fisher Hall.  The music director of the New York Phil-
harmonic, Alan Gilbert, stopped the orchestra and gazed at the offending patron in the front 
row and asked “Are you finished?”  Hearing no response, the conductor said, “Fine, we’ll 
wait.”  At this point, the audience became annoyed and some shouting and rhythmic     
clapping ensued.  The ringing finally stopped and the phone owner indicated that the      
device had been turned off.  The conductor then addressed the audience saying, “…
although it can be worse to stop a performance under such conditions, this was so egregious that I couldn’t allow 
it.”  Gilbert resumed the performance at a suitable point before the place he had halted and finished the sym-
phony allowing some musical closure for the audience. 
 
THE FOLLOW -UP 
The culprit was interviewed by the New York Times the following day.  “Patron X,” as he agreed to be called, 
said he was a life-long classical music lover and a 20-year subscriber to the orchestra.  He had been identified by 
his seat and phoned by an orchestra official, who asked him not to do it again.  “Patron X” asked to speak with 
Mr. Gilbert to apologize.  He said his company had replaced his Blackberry with an IPhone, and he assumed he 
had turned it off correctly, not realizing the alarm mode had been set and would sound even if the phone was in 
silent mode. 
 
THE RESOLUTION  
The bloggers have had their say IN ABUNDANCE  about this incident.  The conclusions and comments have 
been interesting and informative.  The spokesman for the Philharmonic does request before and at post-
intermission that all electronic devices be silenced as a courtesy to players and to audience members.  The      
solutions offered by blog writers have included blocking cell phone signals (illegal), charging a fine, escorting 
the offender out of the concert, or banning them from future performances (not too healthy for the state of the 
arts!). 
 
I believe the larger issue here is more than just cell phone usage.  Audiences are becoming more clueless and 
increasingly inconsiderate.  It seems that we allow rudeness to replace consideration of others in many areas  
including musical performances.  The cost of a ticket does not entitle one to “do whatever one wants to.”  The 
final scenario to this incident was the tremendous applause offered to the Philharmonic at the end of the         
performance.  In addition – “Patron X” will probably never forget to silence his cell phone at a concert! 
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Spring brings increasing activity for the League chairs and committee members of the 
three major events supporting and honoring Toledo area young musicians. 
      
Showcase of the Arts Chairs, Zana Sandys and Teresa 
Linares, have followed up their initial mailing of brochures to 
area schools and teachers with a subsequent mailing of several 
packets about the event. The contest, for students in grades 
kindergarten through twelve, encourages interest in music 
through creation of original works of art, writing, or musical 
composition as students are inspired by listening to and study-
ing selected symphonic music.  This year’s focus will be on 
the animal world in a program titled Peter and the Wolf: Fur, 
Feathers and Scales.  The theme correlates closely with the 
Young People’s Concert which will be held February 16.    
      
The award ceremony for finalists, their parents and teachers will be held April 22, 2012, at 
the Imagination Station.  Zana reports that they have particularly appreciated the help of 
Sandra Clark, of the Toledo Symphony Staff, in preparing the informational materials 
and CD for the event.     
 
Young Artists Competition Chair, Claudia Trombla, and Dorothy Bonser redesigned 
the brochure for the contest and have mailed it to area music teachers.  The deadline for 
the return of applications is April 16.  By the time you receive this Score issue, informa-
tion about the Young Artists Competition will also appear on the Toledo Symphony     
Orchestra website. The three award winners of the 2011 contest will be guest soloists with 
the Orchestra in the upcoming Side-by-Side Concert.  You will certainly enjoy this con-
cert which also offers the exciting opportunity for members of the Toledo Symphony 
Youth Orchestras to perform alongside their Toledo Symphony Orchestra counterparts. 
 
Emily Meadows, Publicity Chair, has interviewed former Remembrance Fund Award 
winners, to provide background information for publicity for the upcoming scholarship 
event.  The contests, chaired by Janet Keener, will be held March 19 (seniors only) and 
March 24 and 25.   
 
Many thanks to the ushers of the January 15 Chamber Concert:  Beth Bowman, Sandra 
Laas, and Chair, Ann Lieder.   
 

Please join us at these upcoming events. 
     *Toledo Symphony Youth Orchestras Concert, Sunday, February 5, 2012 

     *Toledo Young People’s Concert, Thursday, February 16, 2012 
     *Side-by-Side Concert, Sunday, March 18, 2012. 

by Dorothy Bonser and Zana Sandys, Vice Presidents of Education 
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TOLEDO SYMPHONY YOUTH ORCHESTRAS 

by Dorothy Coats, Youth Orchestras Manager 

Preparations are underway for the annual Side-by-Side Concert with the Toledo Symphony and Toledo Sym-
phony Youth Orchestras.  Always an exciting time for all of the musicians from the youngest TSYO members 
to the seasoned TSO veterans, the concert will take place at 4:00 p.m. on Sunday, March 18, in the Toledo   
Museum of Art Peristyle. 
 
Although the complete program is not available at this writing, we do know the TSYO Symphonic Orchestra 
will perform “Berceuse” and “Finale” from the Firebird Suite by Stravinsky and selections for Swan Lake ballet 
by Tchaikovsky.  The TSYO Philharmonic will be heard in A Night on Bald Mountain by Mussorgsky.   
 
As is the custom, each orchestra will play a selection or selections individually and then perform     
together in one BIG orchestra!  Winners of the Symphony League Young Artists Competition will 
also perform.  Conducting duties will be shared by TSO Maestro, Jeffery Pollick, and TSYO  
conductors, Dr. Ken Thompson and Wasim Hawary. 
 
As part of the TSO’s regular season, this concert is a ticketed event, so please call the TSO box 
office (414.246.8000) for tickets or purchase at the door.�
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by Karen Fruth & Helen Rogge, Vice Presidents of Finance 

Some Strings Attached…….. 
  
Our new Gala plans are, quite simply, sensational!!  Belmont Country Club will be the place to 
be Saturday, May 5. The less formal venue is  perfect for “wearing your little black dress”.  Chair-
men Joni Fought and Pam Pilz, with committee members Pat Donahue, Ruth Alteneder, Trina 
McGivern, Lupe Siewert, Myrna Bryan, Margaret Doresco, Helen Rogge, and Karen Fruth 
are creating a chic yet light-hearted evening.    
 
Guests will enjoy a delectable seated dinner in between jazz sets and (later!) dance music by the 
Kyle Turner Group from Bowling Green State University.   “Not to be missed” silent auction 
tables will be set-up in the living room.  Wonderful items have already come in ~ designer pil-
lows, a multi-color sapphire ring by EFFY, a horse drawn wagon ride with bon fire for 10, a “premier liquor  
collection”,  and MORE!  Lupe Siewert is the auction chair.  If you have an item to donate or would like to 
help, please contact Lupe at 419-260-4677. 
 
The Gala will feature a raffle for a $1,000 gift certificate from McGivern Jewelers.  Raffle tickets are $10.00 
each/3 for $25.00.   League members will receive tickets in the mail to sell or purchase.  The response to the 
“mail-in” raffle ticket sale last year was very generous.    
 
Sponsor Chairs, Ruth Alteneder and Barbara Brown are happy to announce the new sponsor this year,       
Waterford Bank .  Cardinal Staffing Services has returned as the “presenting sponsor”.  Sponsorship opportu-
nities are still available. Please contact Ruth or Barbara if you or someone you know may be interested. 
 
The Ambassador Tea is planned for Wednesday, February 15 at 2:00 p.m. in the home of Joni Fought.  This is 
an opportunity to share our vision of this special evening. We welcome anyone interested in learning more about 
the Gala to join us.  Please contact Pam Pilz @ 419-266-2588 or email her at ppilz@buckeye-express.com. 
 
The “Countdown” to “ Some Strings Attached” has begun!   �

The Toledo Symphony League is off to a great start to 
meet our financial goal for this season.   Between the 
Girls Just Wanna Have Fun Lunch, the Annual Purse 
Auction, and the fabulous Parties of Note, we have 
raised over $9000 since September…and there are 
more exciting events being planned! 
 

 
A St. Patrick's Day Party will be 
held on March 11.  The party, 
chaired by Beth Bowen and Ann 
Randolph, is sure to put you in a 
festive mood with Irish food, 
drink, and music.  The party will 
be held at Fr. Wurzel Family Cen-
ter in Sylvania. 

 

The Rite of Spring Luncheon will be held at the 
Toledo Hilton on March 29. A variety of vendors will 
be there with the latest in fashion accessories and 
home and garden decor.  Chairs Mary Beaber and 
Barb Bettinger have planned a wonder meal to be fol-
lowed by an informative speaker, Nancy Robinson 
from The Andersons.  You won't want to miss it. 
 
Pam Pilz and Joni Fought are planning a night to  
remember. The Spring Gala promises to be an       
evening filled with great music, gourmet food and 
good friends.  The Gala will be held on May 5 at the 
lovely Belmont Country Club. 
 
Don't forget to look for the list of Parties of Note.  
Trina McGivern  has more fun parties planned for   
upcoming months. 
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by Lynda Gilbert, Vice President of Membership 

There are no additional members to report this month. 
Total Membership - 239 

  
Little reminders……… 
Those working as chairmen, please don’t forget to call 
on new members as well as those 
who indicated a    desire to work on 
certain events.  If you need addi-
tional tracking reports for names and 
phone numbers, contact me at 
LMG1940@aol.com or 419-872-
2386 and I will be happy to help 
you.  New members are also future 
chairman and League officers. Experience is the best 
teacher! 

 Event chairmen, remember to keep lists of all volun-
teers who have worked on your committees during 
the year. At the end of an event, please make sure 
you turn in the names to Fran Darcy so she can keep 
our volunteer recognition data up to date.  If you have 
any questions, call her at 419-861-2706. 
  
If you are a duette to a new member, remember to 
foster your friendship by calling, or personally invit-
ing them to league events.  It’s a great way for all of 
us to make new friends! 
  

HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY 
WE LOVE ALL OF OUR  

MEMBERS !  
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The Toledo Symphony Concert Schedule 
 
 
CLASSICS SERIES - “PICTURES AT AN EXHIBITION” with the Toledo Museum of Art 
Friday & Saturday, February 3 & 4, 2012 | 8:00 pm | The Peristyle  
Stefan Sanderling - conductor, Brian Kennedy* - special guest lecturer 
Concert in Honor of Rita Barbour Kern 
 
 
YOUTH ORCHESTRA CONCERT 
Sunday, February 5, 2012 | 4:00 pm | The Peristyle | Free Event 
 
  
FAMILY SERIES - ”SUPER WHY! SAVES THE DAY” with WGTE 
Sunday, February 12, 2012 | 3:00 pm | The Peristyle | Preconcert Activities - 2:00 p.m. 
 
 
* TSO debut/premiere    


